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Preface

Supporting projects to
improve energy effi-
ciency and to increase
the production and
consumption of renewa-
ble energies is one of

the priorities of cohesion policy in the
period 2007-2013.

By sustainable energy projects cohesion
policy turns environmental challenges such
as air quality, climate change and manage-
ment of resources into opportunities for
regional development by making regions
and cities more attractive places to invest
and work, reducing production costs,
improving regional competitive advantages
and exporting regional eco-innovation.

Through the exchange of experiences and
of best practice, sustainable energy pro-
jects can promote the dissemination of low
energy intensity development models in
transport and housing as well as alternative
technologies (such as wind, solar, biomass),
including for heating and cooling. This
approach can give the EU a leading edge
and thus strengthen its competitive posi-
tion. It is also a driver for research and rela-
ted innovation and provides opportunities
for the creation of new jobs.

The success in this area depends on the
implementation on the ground. In this res-
pect, networking and exchange of best
practice is essential and this brochure will
contribute to the dissemination of excel-
lence throughout Europe.

Danuta Hübner
Commissioner for Regional Policy

As 75% of all energy
consumption in Europe
occurs in urban areas,
local authorities have a
pivotal role to play in
using the energy wisely.

Implementation of local sustainable energy
strategies and projects should be “a must”
in all European municipalities because it
brings considerable benefits to the commu-
nity. Through reduced energy consumption,
municipalities reduce their energy bills so
that saved money can be further invested;
they improve local air quality, stimulate a
local growth by making use of locally avai-
lable resources and can be recognized as
innovative towns or cities. 

The European cities have now the unique
opportunity to finance their sustainable
energy projects through the Structural
Funds and the Cohesion Fund! I encourage
them to use this funding not only for “hard
investments” but also for communication,
networking and exchange of experience
with the partners because this brings
always added value and improves the effi-
ciency of our action. 

Finally, this brochure - a practical result of
cooperation and networking between the
partners from 16 European countries - is a
proof.  

Eckart Würzner
President of Energie-Cités
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Executive summary
The aim of this brochure is to provide you with an overview of the European Funds that will
finance sustainable energy projects in the new programming period 2007-2013. The publica-
tion is dedicated to municipalities and regions but also to associations, private companies
and other local actors.

The brochure was developed in the framework of Interreg III C RUSE operation. Five main
project partners from Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia, an associa-
ted partner from Romania and a non-official partner from Slovenia decided to contribute to
this brochure as well. 

A theme of the Structural Funds is very broad. Our aim was to give you a brief overview and
provide you with direct links to the documents, programmes and institutions where you can
find more details should you be interested. The brochure consists of:

Chapter 1: The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund in 2007-2013
General information on the European Funds in 2007-2013 with focus on the European priorities
in the field of sustainable energy and climate change.

Chapter 2: Zoom on Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Romania and Slovenia
A list of Operational Programmes that will support sustainable energy projects in Bulgaria,
Czech Republic, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Romania and Slovenia in 2007-2013. You will find
here an overview of all programmes that will finance sustainable energy projects in a country
of your interest. It gives you also an opportunity to compare differences in priorities, actions
and beneficiaries in these countries. 

Chapter 3: Examples of sustainable energy projects 
financed from the Structural Funds in 2000-2006
Concrete examples from four new member states show what kinds of projects were suppor-
ted from the European Funds in the previous programming period. This could be an inspira-
tion for your future projects.

Chapter 4: How to prepare a sustainable energy project 
under the Structural Funds?
Advices on preparation and design of a project.

Chapter 5: Financing sustainable energy projects 
through other financial sources
A list of programmes and publications on financing sustainable energy projects. 

Chapter 6: Useful contacts and documents

We hope that you find this brochure useful. Do not hesitate to contact us should you
have any comments or questions regarding the information provided. 

Good luck with development of your own sustainable energy project!
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1. The Structural Funds and 
the Cohesion Fund in 2007-2013 

The European Union (EU) Member States (MS) decided to reduce the gaps in development
and disparities of well-being between their citizens and between the regions. A goal is to
make the EU the most competitive and knowledge-driven economy by 2010*. The policy that
will support achievement of this goal is the European cohesion policy.

The European cohesion policy supports the regions through the financial instruments called
the European Funds.

The European Funds are often simply called – the Structural Funds. They are always a sup-
plement to national funding whether from the state, local authorities or other bodies.

The European institutions in cooperation with the MS 
and other actors create the strategic documents (e.g. 
The Community Strategic Guidelines on Cohesion 2007-2013)
and documents that represent the legal basis of the cohesion
policy and determine how the budget will be spent 
(The Structural Funds Regulations). They define the common
vision and strategy of the EU and make sure that it is followed
by the MS. 

The Member States in cooperation with regional and local
authorities and other actors, analyse their own priorities and
needs and prepare their national strategies (National
Strategic Reference Frameworks) and operational pro-
grammes. At the same time, they have to take into account
common priorities of the EU and make sure that they comply
with them.

Where does the money come from?

…from the EU budget. The budget of the European cohesion policy represents
about 36% of the total EU budget          308 billion EUR in 2004 prices for the
period 2007-2013.

Although the overall
cohesion policy and its
objectives do not
change throughout the
EU, the authorities at the
national level can
decide the details of the
programmes autono-
mously. Therefore, the
actions financed from
the Structural Funds can
vary from country to
country. 
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The European Funds

1. The Structural Funds

– European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
– European Social Fund (ESF)

2. The Cohesion Fund

* Lisbon Agenda

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/2007/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2007/osc/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/newregl0713_en.htm


Where will the money be spent? 

In all the EU countries. Since 2004 the European funds have been available in 10 “new EU
MS” - Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia
and Slovenia.  Since January 2007, they have been available in the former Candidate
Countries – Bulgaria and Romania. 

A greater proportion of the overall budget will be allocated to the poorest regions where the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita is lower than the EU average. There are 3 objec-
tives that determine the eligibility of the regions to use the European Funds:

1. “Convergence” objective                      
2.  “Regional competitiveness and employment” objective
3.  “European territorial cooperation” objective

For example, the regions eligible under the ‘Convergence objective’ will get the largest sup-
port and they can use all three European funds. The budget will be distributed as follows:

Each European region is covered by one of these objectives. The list of the eligible
regions and the budgets allocated can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/fiche_index_en.htm
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Distribution of the total budget:  about € 308 billion (in 2004 prices)

“Convergence” objective “Regional competitiveness
and employment” objective

“European territorial 
cooperation” objective

81.5% 16% 2.5%

ERDF
ESF
CF

ERDF
ESF ERDF



“CONVERGENCE” OBJECTIVE

What are the EU priorities in the field of energy? 
The EU priorities concerning environment and sustainable use of energy that should be sup-
ported from the European Funds under the 3 objectives are listed in the following table. Each
MS should comply with these priorities when preparing its national strategy and operational
programmes. 
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Programmes &
Instruments Eligibility Priorities concerning environment & energy

National and regional
programmes (ERDF,
ESF)

Current NUTS  II
regions with per capita
GDP < 75% of EU-25
average

“Statistical effect”:
regions with per capita
GDP < 75% of EU-15 and
> 75% of EU-25

ERDF:
– Improving security of supply, integrating

environmental considerations.
– Development of Public-Private-Partnerships.
– Climate change mitigation.
– Clean Transport.
– Improvement of energy efficiency and

development of renewable energies.

ESF:
– Exchange of experiences and dissemination of

good practice.
– Mechanisms to improve good policy and

programme design.
– Support for interdepartmental coordination and

dialogue between relevant private and public
bodies.

– Capacity building in delivery of policies and
programmes.

Cohesion Fund Member States with per
capita GNI < 90% of the
EU-25 average

“Statistical effect”:
Member States with per
capita GNI > 90% of the
EU-25 average – “pha-
sing out” support

The Cohesion Fund:
– Trans-European transport networks.
– Environment.
– Areas related to sustainable development with

environmental benefits – energy efficiency and
renewable energies, clean urban and public
transport.

“REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS AND EMPLOYMENT” OBJECTIVE

Programmes &
Instruments Eligibility Priorities concerning environment & energy

Regional programmes
(ERDF) and national
programmes (ESF)

The Member States
propose a list of regions
(NUTS I or NUTS II) not
covered in
“Convergence” objec-
tive

ERDF:
– Stimulation of energy efficiency and renewable

energy production.
– Development of efficient energy management

systems.
– Promoting clean and sustainable transport in

urban areas.
– Development of plans to adapt to climate

change (e.g. floods, fires, etc).

ESF: priorities are the same as in the
“Convergence” objective

“Phasing in” regions
covered by Objective 1
between 2000-2006 and
not covered by the
“Convergence” objec-
tive due to the econo-
mic progress achieved.



NUTS - Territorial Units for Statistics

The NUTS classification is hierarchical in that it
subdivides each Member State into three levels: NUTS
levels 1, 2 and 3. The second and third levels are
subdivisions of the first and second levels respectively.
Territorial units are defined in terms of the existing
administrative units in the Member States.

Housing

Refurbishment of the housing stock
can be financed from the European
Funds only in those MS  that acce-
ded the EU on or after 1 May 2004
under the following circumstances:
– Expenditure is programmed

within the framework of an inte-
grated urban development opera-
tion or priority axes for areas of
physical deterioration or social
exclusion.

– The allocation to housing expen-
diture is either a maximum of 3%
of the ERDF allocation to the ope-
rational programme concerned or
2% of the total ERDF allocation.

– Expenditure is limited to:
- Multi-family housing, or
- Buildings owned by public

authorities or non-profit opera-
tors for use as housing designa-
ted for low-income households
or people with special needs.

More info: 
The Regulation on the ERDF
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“EUROPEAN TERRITORIAL COOPERATION” OBJECTIVE  

Source of information : The Community Strategic Guidelines on Cohesion 2007-2013
(http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2007/osc/index_en.htm)

Programmes &
Instruments Eligibility Priorities concerning 

environment & energy

Cross-border and trans-
national programmes
and networks (ERDF)

Cross-border cooperation: 
– NUTS III regions along the internal land

borders.
– Certain NUTS III regions along the

external land borders.
– NUTS III regions along the maritime

borders separated, as a general rule,
by max. of 150 km.

Trans-national cooperation:
– Certain regions-to be approved by

European Commission.
Interregional cooperation and coopera-
tion networks and exchange of expe-
rience:
– The entire territory of the Community.

ERDF:
– Networking, exchange of

experience, transfer and
dissemination of the best
practice case studies on
sustainable urban
development – cross-border,
trans-national and inter
regional cooperation.

– Cross-border environmental
joint strategies.

– Improved access to transport
and cross-border energy
management systems.

Level
Minimum

Population
Maximum
Population

NUTS 1 3 million 7 million

NUTS 2 800 000 3 million

NUTS 3 150 000 800 000

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/newregl0713_en.htm


“European territorial cooperation” objective 
Since under ‘Convergence’ and ‘Regional Competitiveness and Employment’ objectives each
MS will develop its own operational programmes, it would not be feasible to do an exhaustive
overview of these programmes here. The ‘European Territorial Cooperation’ objective will
concern all the EU MS. The programmes should be launched in September 2007. See below a
table of programmes supported under this objective:

Trans-national Cooperation

INTERREG IV B

Former INTERREG III B programmes supporting trans-national cooperation will continue in
2007-2013 as INTERREG IV B. A number of INTERREG III B programmes (e.g. North West
Europe, Baltic Sea, CADSES, Alpine Space Programme etc. ) were covering different
European areas (zones) in 2000-2006. They will continue under the previous or new form and
name. Each programme defines its own priorities, eligible actions and beneficiaries, budget,
co-financing rates etc.. A support for sustainable energy projects depends on priorities of
each programme. The new operational programme documents can be usually found on the
official websites of the former programmes. 
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Trans-national cooperation Interregional cooperation Cross-border cooperation

INTERREG IV B

Examples of programmes:
– Central-Europe.
– South-East European Space.
– North West Europe etc.

INTERREG IV C
URBACT II
INTERACT II
ESPON II

INTERREG IV A

Examples of programmes:
– Interreg Neigbourhood

Programme Hungary – Slovak
Republic – Ukraine.

– Interreg IV  Czech Republic-
Slovakia.



For example, the former Interreg III B CADSES programme is going to change in 2007-2013. It
is going to split into 2 new programmes: 

– Central-Europe Programme

Priorities:
• Priority 3.3: Supporting the use of renewable energy sources and increasing energy effi-

ciency (examples of actions supported can be found in the draft programme).

Countries covered: Czech Republic, parts of Germany, parts of Italy, Hungary, Austria, Poland,
Slovenia, Slovak Republic and one Partner State (Ukraine).

Co-financing rates: 75-85%

Managing Authority and Technical Secretariat will be based in Vienna.

More info: http://www.cadses.net/en/New_Programmes_2007_2013/Central_Europe.html

– South-East European Space Programme

Priorities:
• Priority 2.4: Promote energy and resource efficiency (examples of actions supported can be

found in the draft programme).

Countries covered: Albania, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia, fYR
Macedonia, Greece, Hungary, parts of Italy, Serbia, Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia, parts of
Turkey, Moldova and parts of Ukraine.

Co-financing rates: 75-85%

Managing Authority and Technical Secretariat will be based in Budapest
More info: http://www.cadses.net/en/New_Programmes_2007_2013/South_East_European_Space.html
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Target groups: 
– Local and regional authorities.
– Environmental interest groups.
– Regional associations.

– Research institutes.
– Associations.
– Energy suppliers.

http://www.cadses.net/en/New_Programmes_2007_2013.html?PHPSESSID=c0i6cfmlpkgnprfo6emoqlh5p7
http://www.cadses.net/en/New_Programmes_2007_2013/Central_Europe.html
http://www.cadses.net/en/New_Programmes_2007_2013/South_East_European_Space.html


Interregional Cooperation

There are 4 EU programmes that will support interregional cooperation in the EU:

– INTERREG IV C
One single INTERREG IV C operational programme will replace 4 former INTERREG III C pro-
grammes (zones) and it will support the exchange of experiences and networking also in the
field of sustainable energy. The entire EU territory plus Norway and Switzerland will be eligi-
ble. The programme will support:

Regional Initiatives - projects initiated by actors at the regional and local level aiming to
exchange experiences in a specific policy field with the aim to identify best practice and
develop new tools and approaches for implementation. 

The Fast Track Option - this will take the shape of networks bringing together regions with a
strong experience in a specific policy field and regions wishing to improve in that field. The
aim is to ensure that the best practices identified will find their way into the ‘Convergence’
and ‘Competitiveness’ programmes. Up to 30 networks will be supported.

One of the programme objectives is to stimulate energy efficiency and development of rene-
wable energies as well as better coordinated efficient energy management systems and pro-
motion of sustainable transport. More information on objectives and examples of projects
that can be supported in this field can be found in the final operational programme document
that was approved in July 2007.

More info:  http://www.interreg3c.net/web/fic_en
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Budget : 320 mil. EUR
Size of the project : 300 000 - 4 mil. EUR

Co-financing: 75% or 85% for ‘Convergence’ objective countries (comparing to 50% in
2000-2006)

Eligibility: 
– Whole territory of the EU, Norway and Switzerland.
– Public authorities and public equivalent bodies from these countries. Participation of

actors from outside this area is possible under certain conditions.
– Min. 3 partners from 3 different MS.

Organisation:
– One Managing Authority: Conseil Régional Nord – Pas de Calais – Lille (FR).
– 4 information points : Rostock (GE), Katowice (PL), Valencia (ES), Lille (FR).

First calls for proposals expected: Autumn 2007

http://www.interreg3c.net/web/fic_en
http://interreg3c.net/sixcms/media.php/5/2007-07-26+INTERREG+IVC+OP+final.pdf


– URBACT II
This network programme will support the exchange of experience on urban development.
Sustainable energy projects will be eligible. Programme is mainly dedicated to cities and
regions. The involvement of managing authorities as partners of the projects is appreciated.
First call for proposals is expected in October 2007.

Countries covered: Whole territory of the European Union, Norway and Switzerland.

Co-financing rates: 75-85% (for ‘Convergence objective’ countries)

Managing Authority and the Technical Secretariat: French Ministry for Urban Affairs
More info: http://urbact.eu/towards-urbact-2.html

– INTERACT II
This programme is developed for identification, transfer and dissemination of best practice in
the management of co-operation programmes. 
More info: http://urbact.eu/towards-urbact-2.html

– ESPON II
This programme supports studies and data collection, observation and analysis of develop-
ment trends. 
More info: http://www.espon.eu/

Cross-border co-operation

INTERREG IV A 

A number of European regions developed a cross-border co-operation under the INTERREG
III A programme in 2000-2006. They were grouped in different cross-border zones, managed
by regional managing authorities. These programmes will continue as INTERREG IV A in 2007-
2013. Each programme defines its own priorities, eligible actions and beneficiaries, budget,
co-financing rates etc.. A support for sustainable energy projects depends on priorities of
each programme. The new operational programmes documents can be usually found on the
official websites of the former programmes. The eligible zones can be found in this map. 

An example of a future Interreg IV A programme is:

– Interreg IV Czech Republic-Slovakia

Priorities:
• Priority 2: Development of accessibility and environment (programme will also support

development of clean transport and renewable energy sources).

Countries covered: Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Co-financing rates: 85%

Managing Authority: Slovak Ministry of Construction and Regional Development.
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http://urbact.eu/towards-urbact-2.html
http://www.interact-eu.net/1177144/0/0/0
http://www.espon.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/images/map/cooperat2007/crossborder/crossborder25_eu_06.pdf
http://www.build.gov.sk/mvrrsr/index.php?id=10&cat=&news=3081


European initiatives supporting urban development in
the EU Member States 
The European Commission together with international financial institutions (e.g. European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, etc.) developed three initiatives in order to help
the Member States to use the European Funds more efficiently – Jessica, Jaspers and
Jeremy. Two of them concern urban development and renewal: 

Jessica Initiative – ‘Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City Areas’

Within the Jessica initiative, the managing authorities of the Structural Funds programmes
can, if they wish, create urban development funds. The managing authority will allocate cer-
tain financial resources from the operational programmes
(from the ERDF or the Cohesion Fund) and the European
Investment Bank, other international financial institutions, pri-
vate banks and investors could also contribute with an addi-
tional loan or equity capital. 

Urban development funds will finance the urban development
and Public Private Partnership projects (including sustainable
energy projects, loans for social housing). The urban projects
will only be financed through equity, loans or guarantees,
and not through the grants. The urban development funds will
be revolving and will help to enhance the sustainability of the
investment effort.

More info: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/2007/jjj/jessica_en.htm

Jaspers Initiative – “Joint Assistance in Supporting Projects in European Regions”

Within this initiative, the MS covered by the Convergence
objective will be offered technical assistance to prepare qua-
lity projects that can be approved more quickly for EU support
by the European Commission. Assistance will be provided at
no cost for all stages of the project cycle – from the initial
identification of a project through the European Commission
decision to grant assistance.

Jaspers will focus on large projects:

– Costing more than 25 million EUR for environment projects.
– Costing more than 50 million EUR for transport and other fields.
– The largest projects (in the smaller countries).

More info: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/2007/jjj/jaspers_en.htm

Projects can be submit-
ted by public, municipal,
private sector enter-
prises or joint enter-
prises involving these
actors including any
possible combination
between them. All EU
MS are eligible.
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All EU MS are eligible.
Priority will be given to
10 “new EU MS”,
Romania and Bulgaria.



Energy and cities in 2007-2013 
The European Commission pays particular attention to cities and the important role they
play in sustainable urban development. In July 2006, it presented a Communication:

Cohesion policy and cities: the urban contribution to growth and jobs in the regions. 

Its main aim is to contribute to the Community Strategic Guidelines 2007-2013 by elabora-
ting and strengthening the urban dimension also in the field of sustainable energy:

"Improving energy efficiency in urban areas brings benefits for citizens and businesses by
reducing both costs and the emission of greenhouse gases. Local authorities have a strong
role to play in achieving energy efficiency improvements through investments in district
heating schemes and promoting renewable energy. Climate change is expected to
increase flooding - flood management in urban areas will reduce risks to people and
assets located in flood risk zones."

Main suggestions concerning sustainable energy in the cities include:

Improving the efficiency of public transport - encouragement of energy efficient vehicles
and alternative transport fuels. New projects should form part of an integrated transport
strategy for the urban area.

Promotion of cycling, walking and other alternative and “soft” forms of transport. This
includes: demand management, regulated access to or even the pedestrianisation of the
city’s sensitive zones, the construction of cycle and pedestrian paths, encouragement of
energy efficient vehicles and alternative transport fuels.

Implementing measures to tackle congestion, better management of transport demand and
raise revenues for transport improvement (e.g. congestion charging in London).

Attractive and sustainable architecture.

Limiting urban sprawl and suburbanisation as dispersed settlements have a bigger impact
on natural habitats and use more resources (e.g. greater energy use to transport goods
over longer distances) generating more pollution.

Increasing energy and water efficiency in housing (in the context of a long term, integra-
ted redevelopment plan for the affected area. This should create the basis for new econo-
mic activity or improve the overall environmental quality of the area).

Investments to achieve compliance with EU laws on air quality, waste-water treatment,
waste management, water supply and environmental noise. 

Promotion of energy efficiency in urban planning, municipal regulations and public procu-
rement; by setting an example and encouraging sustainable construction practices by wor-
king with citizens.

Energy efficiency improvements through investments in district heating schemes and pro-
moting renewable energy.

Organisation of events, e.g. exhibitions, conferences, workshops and thematic
seminars/discussions focused on climate change and energy issues and possibilities of
cooperation among local actors (businesses, universities, financial institutions, local
authority, NGOs, citizens etc).

Attracting and training “knowledge workers”, specialists in new technologies (such as
renewable energy technologies, sustainable architecture, etc).

Creation of city networks and exchange of experiences (e.g. about sustainable energy
projects).

The Structural Funds regulations allow the Member States to sub-delegate the implemen-
tation of urban actions to urban authorities. Member States and the relevant partners –
particularly local authorities – should therefore cooperate on the preparation of the new
round of cohesion policy programmes.

More info: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/consultation/urban/index_en.htm
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http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/consultation/urban/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2007/osc/index_en.htm


2. Zoom on Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia,
Romania and Slovenia 

The European Cohesion Policy is practically implemented at
national, regional and local level. The Member States (MS)
analyse the situation in their country, identify their needs,
areas in difficulty and disadvantaged social groups and set
priorities for further development. Taking into account the
European priorities, they prepare a strategic document called
National Strategic Reference Frameworks and decide how
the EU funds will be spent. Funds are then allocated to thema-
tic Operational Programmes (OP). Each OP contains a set of
priorities, eligible actions and beneficiaries. The content of these documents is discussed
and negotiated with the European Commission (EC). When two parties reach an agreement,
the EC adopts the programmes and provides an advance to the MS to allow them to set the
programmes in motion. Managing authorities (usually ministries or regional authorities) and
implementing authorities (e.g. governmental agencies) then ensure smooth operation of indi-
vidual OP.

The extent to which the MS include urban and sustainable energy issues into their OP and to
which they delegate management of funds to the regional and local authorities varies from
country to country. 

Below you will find an overview of OP supporting implementation of sustainable energy pro-
jects in Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Romania and Slovenia. The
source of information are mainly the OP in their negotiated versions and therefore a subject
to change. Final versions will be approved by the EC by the end of 2007 and published on the
websites of relevant managing authorities. We recommend you to check the final versions as
some changes might occur.

The overview was prepared by the RUSE partners, an associated partner from Romania
(Orase Energie Romania); and a non-official partner from Slovenia (Sinergija Development
Agency) - who also decided to contribute to this chapter. Please, do not hesitate to contact
them for more information.

The MS are encouraged
to set their priorities in
partnership with the
local and regional
actors, who can even
manage some EU funds. 
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http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/2007/index_en.htm
http://www.oer.ro/en/index.html
http://www.ra-sinergija.si
http://www.ra-sinergija.si
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OP Regional Development
ERDF: 1 361 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: July 2007

Managing Authority: Directorate General “Programming of Regional Development” within the
Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works 
Implementing Authority: The regional departments of DG “Programming of Regional
Development” in the planning regions: 
Department "North-west planning region” (Vidin)
Department "North-central planning region” (Rousse)
Department "North-east planning region” (Varna)
Department "South-west planning region” (Sofia)
Department "South-central planning region” (Plovdiv)
Department "South-east planning region” (Bourgas)

Priority 1: Sustainable and integrated urban development
Operation 1.1.: Social infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Reconstruction, refurbishment, renovation and equip-
ment of educational institutions – pre-school facilities,
primary and secondary schools and universities (e.g.
lecture facilities, libraries, laboratories, sport facilities,
campuses, internet connections).

– Reconstruction, refurbishment, renovation and equip-
ment of medical and health establishments for emer-
gency including ambulances, for specialized non-statio-
nary and hospital medical care in accordance with the
approved National Healthcare Strategy and National
Healthcare Map.

– Reconstruction, refurbishment, renovation and equip-
ment of social care institutions and labour offices.

– Development of cultural infrastructure through recons-
truction, refurbishment, renovation and equipment of
cultural centres, theatres, community centres, libraries,
and other facilities related to cultural life.

– Energy consumption audits and energy efficiency mea-
sures for all projects related to public institutions men-
tioned above (e.g. thermal insulation, replacement of
woodwork, local installations connected to central hea-
ting systems, gas supply connecting pipelines or alterna-
tive renewable energy resources).

– State-owned school admi-
nistrations in coordination
with the Ministry of
Education and Science and
State Agency for
Information Technology
and Communication.

– State-owned healthcare
institutions in coordination
with the Ministry of Health.

– State-owned social care
institutions in coordination
with the Ministry of Labour
and Social Policy and its
regional representation
structures.

– Municipalities for the muni-
cipal-owned facilities.

– NGO’s  and universities
when they act as non-profit
operators in order to deli-
ver healthcare, social care,
educational or cultural ser-
vices.

2.1 Bulgaria

http://www.mrrb.government.bg/
http://www.mrrb.government.bg/
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Priority 1: Sustainable and integrated urban development
Operation 1.2.: Housing

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Renovation of the common parts of multi-family residen-
tial buildings as follows: refurbishment of the following
main structural parts of the building (roof, façade, win-
dows/doors on the façade, staircase, inside and outside
corridors, entrances and their exteriors, elevator); tech-
nical vertical installations (water supply, sewage, electri-
city, heating, communications, fire hydrants) of the buil-
ding; 

– Delivery of modern social housing of good quality for
vulnerable, minority and lower income groups and other
disadvantaged groups etc., through renovation and
change of use of existing buildings owned by public
authorities or non-profit operators; 

– Energy consumption audits and energy efficiency mea-
sures for all projects related to housing, mentioned
above (e.g. thermal insulation, replacement of wood-
work, local installations connected to central heating
systems, gas supply connecting pipelines or alternative
renewable energy sources).

– Public authorities or non-
profit corporate bodies (for
example non-profit social
housing organisations).

– Associations of owners of
multi-family residential
buildings.

Priority 1: Sustainable and integrated urban development
Operation 1.3.: Organisation of economic activities

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Upgrading and reconstruction of existing or develop-
ment of new technical business-related infrastructure
networks (e.g. communication links, construction/
reconstruction/ rehabilitation of streets or short seg-
ments of local roads providing access to and within the
industrial and business locations, electricity systems,
public lighting, gas delivery connections, water supply
and sewage system connections, signposting to or
within business zones and locations, etc.);

– Revitalisation, refurbishment and regeneration of exis-
ting industrial zones and development of brownfield
sites, not affected by environmental contaminations

– Municipalities, cooperation
of municipalities (coopera-
tion between two or more
municipalities with com-
mon borders in order to
develop and implement
common project).

– Non-governmental organi-
sations with representation
of municipal authorities.
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Priority 1: Sustainable and integrated urban development
Operation 1.4.: Improvement of physical environment and risk prevention

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Rehabilitation, reconstruction of urban street networks
and introduction of energy efficient street lightning and
other measures for increasing security and preventing
criminality, e.g. park area lightning, security systems for
observation and monitoring of public places, etc.

– Municipalities, cooperation
of municipalities.

– Non-governmental organi-
zations in partnership with
municipalities.

Priority 1: Sustainable and integrated urban development
Operation 1.5.: Sustainable urban transportation systems

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Renovation of transport infrastructure - the socket and
catenary’s cable network, improving stations, repair and
maintenance facilities and equipment

– Development and improvement of urban public transpor-
tation systems using buses, trams, trolley-buses that are
compliant with European legislation on harmful emis-
sions from engines or measures to increase the use of
renewable/alternative sources of energy in urban trans-
port.

– Municipalities (including in
cooperation with public
transport companies).

Priority 2: Regional and local accessibility
Operation 2.3.: Access to sustainable and efficient energy resources

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Construction of gas distribution pipeline
sections as branches from the national
gas transmission network to the concer-
ned areas.

– Construction of renewable energy instal-
lations that and connection to renewa-
ble energy supply.

– Technical and feasibility studies and
design.

– Municipalities without granted gas distribu-
tion licences on the basis of the strict eligi-
bility criteria (not included in a gas distribu-
tion region and no gas distribution licence
granted; no access to the national gas
transmission network; proven significant
gas market potential - industry, public sec-
tor and households; multiplication of the
gasification effect – saved electricity, liquid
fuels, coal and wood as well as reduced
emissions of green house gases, SO2 and
dust).

– Municipalities without granted gas distribu-
tion licences and included in the list of
identified territories for gas distribution
(gas distribution regions) on the basis of
proven potential to use renewable energy
sources (solar, wind, water, geothermal,
biomass).
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Priority 4: Local development and co-operation  
Operation 4.3.: Small-scale local investments

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Renovation/reconstruction and equipment of public
medical and health establishments in accordance with
the National Health Map.

– Renovation/reconstruction and equipment of educatio-
nal infrastructure. 

– Reconstruction/rehabilitation/modernisation of existing
industrial and business locations, including business-
related technical infrastructure.

– Energy consumption audits and energy efficiency mea-
sures for all projects related to public institutions men-
tioned above (e.g. thermal insulation, replacement of
woodwork, local installations connected to central hea-
ting systems, gas supply connecting pipelines or alterna-
tive renewable energy sources and etc.).

– Cooperation of municipali-
ties specified in Annex 4
(addresses smaller munici-
palities in the periphery
that are outside urban
agglomerations).

OP Development of the competitiveness of the Bulgarian economy
ERDF: 988 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: March 2007

Managing Authority: Directorate “European Funds for Competitiveness” 
Implementing Authority: Bulgarian small and Medium-sized Enterprises Promotion Agency 

Priority 2: Increasing efficiency of enterprises and promoting a supportive business envi-
ronment
Operation 2.3.: Introduction of energy saving technologies and the use of renewable
energy sources

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Introducing of energy saving technolo-
gies. 

– Introducing of renewable energy sources.

– Bulgarian enterprises, both from the pro-
ductive and service sectors.

http://www.sme.government.bg/IANMSP/
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OP Environment 
CF: 1 027 mil. EUR; ERDF: 439 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: February 2007

Managing Authority: Directorate “Cohesion Policy for Environment” within the Ministry of
Environment and Water 
Implementing Authority: Directorate “EU Funds for Environment” within the Ministry of
Environment and Water

Priority 2: Improvement and development of waste treatment infrastructure 
Operation 2.4.: Construction of installations for recovery of gas emissions (methane) from
the municipal waste landfills for the production of electricity 

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Construction of installations for recovery
of gas emissions (methane) from the
municipal waste landfills for the produc-
tion of electricity.

– Municipal administrations.
– Regional associations/associations of

municipalities.

OP Development of Human resources 
ESF: 1 032 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: February 2007

Managing Authority: Directorate “European funds, international programmes end projects” within
the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy
Implementing Authority:
National Employment Agency 
Social Support Agency 
Ministry of Education and Science 

Priority 7: Trans-national and interregional cooperation 
Operation 7.3.: Dissemination and exchange of information, good practices and experience

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Publications.
– Events.
– Networking.
– Twinning.

– Municipal administrations.
– NGOs.
– Science organisations.

http://www.moew.government.bg/
http://www.moew.government.bg/
http://www.moew.government.bg/
http://www.moew.government.bg/
http://www.mlsp.government.bg/bg/index.asp
http://www.mlsp.government.bg/bg/index.asp
http://www.az.government.bg/
http://www.asp.government.bg/
http://www.minedu.government.bg/opencms/opencms/
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OP Environment
CF: 4 215 mil. EUR; ERDF: 702 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: November 2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Environment
Implementing Authority: State Environmental Fund

Priority 3: Sustainable use of energy
Measure 3.1: Construction of the new installations and a reconstruction with the aim to
increase the use of renewable energy sources for heat and electricity production and sup-
port for combined heat and power (CHP) production.

Actions supported
Co-financing (from CF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Solar systems for the heat and hot water
production and distribution.

– PV systems for electricity production.
– Heat pumps for the heat and hot water

production and distribution.
– Biomass boilers for the heat and hot

water production and distribution and
electricity production

– CHP units for production of heat and elec-
tricity from biomass, biogas.

– Geothermal systems.
– Wind farms.
– Small hydro power plants

– Public sector (municipalities, hospitals,
schools, social houses, etc.).

– Autonomous districts (municipalities,
regions).

– Foundations.
– Charity and church organisations.
– Public institutions.
– NGOs.
– Landlords associations.
– Companies owned by public sector insti-

tutions.

2.2 Czech Republic

Priority 3: Sustainable use of energy
Measure 3.2.: Implementation of energy efficiency measures and use of waste heat

Actions supported
Co-financing (from CF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Thermal insulation of buildings.
– Replacement of windows.
– Heat bridges minimisation.
– Measuring and regulation.
– Increase of efficiency of building energy systems.
– Use of the waste heat for heat and electricity production.

– Non-commercial sector
(excluding family and panel
houses)

http://www.strukturalni-fondy.cz/opzp
http://www.env.cz/
http://www.sfzp.cz/cs/
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OP Business and Innovation
ERDF: 3 040 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: November 2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Industry and Trade
Implementing Authority: Czech Energy Agency

Priority 3: Efficient Energy
Operation 3.1.1: Energy savings and renewable energy sources

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Distribution of electricity and heat energy made of rene-
wable energy sources.

– Reconstruction of existing production equipment with
the aim to utilize energy renewable sources.

– Briquette and pellet production utilising energy renewa-
ble sources and alternative energy sources.

– Modernisation of existing energy production devices to
increase their efficiency.

– Introduction and modernisation of measuring and regu-
lation systems.

– Modernisation, reconstruction and decrease of losses
in energy and heat distribution systems.

– Utilize waste energy in industrial processes.
– Improve thermal-technical properties of buildings,

excluding family houses and residential buildings.
– Increase energy efficiency via introduction of combined

electricity and heat production.
– Support for the entrepreneurship in Energy Performance

Contracting and energy services.

– Commercial subjects
(small, medium, big  sized
companies 2) by course of
law §2 Law No. 513/1991
Coll.2.

– Support from this pro-
gramme to large compa-
nies will be provided only if
the company is not a  multi-
national company or is not
a part of such company
and the number of com-
pany´s employees does not
exceed 1250.

– Physical persons.
– Research institutes
– Universities.

Priority 3: Sustainable use of energy
Measure 3.3.: Environmentally friendly heating systems for physical persons

Actions supported
Co-financing (from CF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Installation of renewable energy systems for heat and
hot water production (e.g. biomass, solar panels; heat
pumps, waste heat use etc.).

– Physical persons (support
for family houses used for
living)

http://www.mpo.cz/
http://www.ceacr.cz/
http://www.mpo.cz/dokument12175.html
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Integrated OP
ERDF: 1 553 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: February 2007

Managing Authority: Ministry for Regional Development
Implementing Authority: Centre for Regional Development of the Czech Republic

Priority 3: National support for regional development
Measure 3.3: Improvement and regeneration of declining urban housing

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Refurbishment and regeneration of the blocks of flats
(collective panel houses).

– Implementation of measures increasing energy effi-
ciency in buildings.

– Refurbishment of buildings used for social housing.

– Municipalities
– Building owners

Important! Support for building
refurbishment will be provided
only for the projects that are a
part of the Urban development
plan!

Priority 3: National support for regional development
Measure 3.4.: Modernisation and development of urban planning systems

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Improvement of urban planning to increase attracti-
veness and quality of living in declining urban areas.

– Sustainable use of energy sources.

– Municipalities and the organi-
sations managed by municipa-
lities.

– Regions and organisations
managed by regions.

http://www.strukturalni-fondy.cz/iop/integrovany-operacni-program
http://www.mmr.cz/
http://www.crr.cz/
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OP Economic Growth
ERDF: 1 966 mil.EUR; CF: 1 132 mil. EUR

Approved  version from: 08.08.2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Economy 
Implementing Authority: Lithuanian Business Support Agency 

Priority 4: Economic infrastructure
Measure 4.1: Energy supply networks

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF and CF).

Rate of co-financing from: 85%
Eligible beneficiaries

– Development of electricity and natural gas supply net-
works and systems seeking to increase energy supply
security, reliability and efficiency and create conditions
for integration of Lithuania systems into EU electricity
and gas markets.

– Development and renovation of national electricity and
gas networks.

– Modernisation of district heating networks seeking to
increase efficiency.

– Development of centralised heat supply networks
– Implementation of innovations into energy supply net-

works and systems.

– Municipalities.
– Private sector.

OP Cohesion Promotion
ERDF: 1 475 mil. EUR; CF: 1 172 mil. EUR

Approved  version from: 08.08.2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Economy 
Implementing Authorities: Environmental projects management agency, Lithuanian Business
Support Agency, Central Project Management Agency

Priority 3: Environment and sustainable development 
Measure 3.5: Energy efficiency and use of renewable energy sources

Actions supported
Co-financing (from ERDF and CF): 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Refurbishment and renovation of public buildings see-
king to enhance their energy characteristics.

– Construction of new Combined Heat and Power (CHP)
and renovation of existing CHP seeking to increase their
efficiency and capacity.

– Renovation and modernisation of heat boilers supplying
district heating seeking to increase their efficiency and
implement cogeneration.

– Refurbishment of CHP and heat boilers to use renewa-
ble energy sources or other more environmentally
friendly fuels.

– Municipalities.
– Private sector.

2.3 Lithuania

http://www.esparama.lt/ES_Parama/strukturines_paramos_2007_1013m._medis/veiksmu_programos/veiksmu_programu_projektai/files/OP-EG1.doc
http://www.ukmin.lt/lt/
http://www.lvpa.lt/
http://www.esparama.lt/ES_Parama/strukturines_paramos_2007_1013m._medis/veiksmu_programos/veiksmu_programu_projektai/files/OP-PC1.doc
http://www.am.lt/VI/
http://www.ukmin.lt/lt/
http://www.apva.lt/lt
http://www.lvpa.lt/
http://www.lvpa.lt/
http://www.cpva.lt/
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16 Regional Operational Programmes
SF: 1 091 mil. EUR 

Negotiated version from: February 2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Regional Development
Implementing Authority: Marshal Office – regional local authorities.

Priority: Infrastructure of environmental protection

Actions supported Eligible beneficiaries

– Investment to emission reduction from the
combustion of different energy sources –
installation of equipment reducing
gaseous and dust pollutants.

– Modernisation of district heating net-
works seeking to increase efficiency.

– Development of centralised heat supply
networks.

– Increase of capacity for production of
heat and electricity from renewable
energy sources (wind power, solar power,
biomass, water and geothermal energy).

– Municipalities.
– Non-profit organisations.
– Entities of government administration.
– State universities.
– Churches and religious associations.
– Non-governmental organisations, asso-

ciations and other public institutions.

OP Infrastructure and Environment
CF+ERDF: 36 385 mil. EUR 

Negotiated version from: November 2006 

Managing Authority: Ministry of Regional Development 
Implementing Authority: Depends on the priority

Priority 7: Environment-friendly transport

Actions supported Eligible beneficiaries

– Modernisation of railway lines included
in the TEN-T network along with purchase
of modern rolling stock and projects
concerning sea transport, including sea
motorways.

– Extension of the railway network (fast
city train, tramway lines, subway) and
trolleybus lines along with the purchase
of rolling stock, construction and recons-
truction of change stations and points and
telematic systems improving functioning
of public transport.

– Entities responsible for the management
of railway lines, seaports, logistic centres,
inland water-ways, units of territorial self-
government and institutions responsible
for public transport in the following metro-
politan areas Warsow, Katowice,
Wroclaw, Lódz, Kraków, Poznan,
Bygdoszcz, Torun, Szczecin and Gdansk-
Gdynia-Sopot.

2.4 Poland

http://www.mrr.gov.pl/
http://www.mrr.gov.pl/
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Priority 10: Environment-friendly energy infrastructure.

Actions supported Eligible beneficiaries

– Improvement of the electricity generation efficiency, in
particular energy from combined heat and power pro-
duction (CHP) and reducing electrical energy and heat
losses during transmission and distribution.

– Dispersed energy generation, as well the construction
of local, small co-generation units which would produce
electricity and heat for local needs, without having to be
dispatched for long distances, are the priority of the stra-
tegy to reduce energy-intensity in energy generation and
energy transmission.

– Improvement of heat distribution efficiency to recipients.
– Energy savings in the public sector shall include support

for thermo- modernisation of public utility premises,
including changing their infrastructure to include equip-
ment of the highest, economically justified, energy effi-
ciency.

– Increase of the use of renewable energy sources. It is
necessary to implement initiatives aimed at increasing
the amount of electricity and heat produced from rene-
wable energy sources. Higher use of renewable energy
sources shall be implemented through implementation of
investments concerning construction or modernisation
of entities producing:

• electricity using biomass, biogas, energy of wind
and water,

• heat with the use of biomass, geothermal and solar
energy, 

• combined heat and power from renewable energy
sources,

• biodiesel fuel and other fuels, excluding agricultural
products specified in Annex I to the Treaty establi-
shing the European Communities.

– Entrepreneurs.
– Entities of territorial self-

government and their asso-
ciations.

– Entities of government
administration.

– State universities.
– Churches and religious

associations.
– Non-governmental organi-

sations, associations and
other public institutions.

Priority 11: Energy security

Actions supported Eligible beneficiaries

– Construction of distribution systems of natural gas in
areas that are not supplied with gas and modernisation
of the existing distribution networks.

– Development of transmission systems of electricity,
natural gas and crude oil and construction and expan-
sion of underground storage areas of natural gas.

– Entrepreneurs and trading
enterprises.

– Operators of electricity,
natural gas and crude oil
transfer and distribution
systems. 
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OP Environment
CF+ERDF: 1 800 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: 30.11.2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Environment

Priority 3: Air and ozone layer protection, climate change mitigation including support for
renewable energy sources.

Actions supported
Co-financing from CF: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Reduction of greenhouse gases emissions.
– Replacement (conversion) of the fossil fuels as an

energy source for heat and hot water production with
renewable energy sources.

– Limitation of methane emissions from waste.
– Better quality of measuring and emissions projections

and promotion of emissions reduction. 

– Public sector (municipali-
ties).

– Companies (where private
investor’s share is less than
50%).

OP Competitiveness and Economic Growth
ERDF: 772 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from November 2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Economy
Implementing Authority: Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency (SIEA)

Priority 1: Innovations and growth for competitiveness
Measure 1.2: Support for common services for entrepreneurs

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF+Slovak Republic: 95% Eligible beneficiaries

– Construction and revitalisation of brown industrial
parks.

– Construction and equipping tangible infrastructure
(refurbishment or construction of buildings and techno-
logical premises, including networks).

– Public sector.

2.5 Slovakia

http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.enviro.gov.sk/servlets/page/166
http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.economy.gov.sk/index/index.php
http://www.sea.gov.sk/
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Priority 2: Energy sector
Measure 2.1.: Increasing energy efficiency both on the side of generation and consump-
tion and introducing advanced technologies in the energy sector

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF+Slovak Republic: 50% Eligible beneficiaries

– Energy savings in all areas of industry and services
including insulation of buildings to increase thermal
characteristics of buildings.

– Combined heat & power production.
– Reconstruction and modernisation of existing energy

sources based on fossil fuels to increase effectiveness
of utilization of energy sources.

– Reconstruction of existing thermal devices for distribu-
tion of heat, e.g. improvement of insulation of pipelines,
implementation of systems for monitoring of leakage of
heat, reconstruction of boiler rooms and exchangers.

– Information dissemination and advisory services provi-
ded by the Slovak Energy and Innovation Agency.

– Utilisation of renewable energy sources – small hydro
plants, solar and geothermal energy, biofuels, biomass,
biogas.

Envisaged forms of state aid:
– State aid scheme for the increase of energy efficiency

both on the side of generation and consumption and
introducing advanced technologies in the energy sector
- direct form of aid.

– Scheme supporting sustainable development (de minimis
aid scheme).

– Private sector (Companies
where private investor’s
share is more than 50%).
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Priority 2: Energy sector
Measure 2.2.: Establishment and modernisation of public lightening for towns and munici-
palities and consultancy providing in the field of energy sector

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF+Slovak Republic: 50% Eligible beneficiaries

– Construction and modernisation of public lightening in
towns and municipalities (public sector).

– Consulting interactions provided by the SIEA concerning
efficient energy utilisation and the exploitation of rene-
wable energy sources; including increasing awareness
of public.  

Envisaged forms of state aid:
– Direct form of aid – non-repayable grants.
– Individual SIEA project for consultancy within effective

energy exploitation.

– Municipalities
– SIEA

OP Research & Development
ERDF: 1 200 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from 30.11.2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Education
Implementing Authority: Agency of the Ministry of Education for the EU Structural Funds

Priority 3: Universities and higher education’ infrastructure
Measure 3: Development and modernisation of university and higher education infrastruc-
ture and their internal equipment to improve the quality of the educational process

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF+SR: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Investments to school reconstruction
(thermal insulation, replacement of win-
dows and obsolete heating system,
reconstruction of heat, water and electri-
city distribution networks etc.) to increase
their energy efficiency

– Construction of new buildings.
– Enlargement of existing buildings.
– Modernisation and reconstruction of

school residences, sport centres, can-
teens etc. 

– Public sector (universities, higher educa-
tion institutions).

http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.minedu.sk/


page 30

Regional OP
ERDF: 1 445 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from 30.11. 2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Reconstruction and Regional Development
Implementing Authority: Regions (NUTS 3 level)

Priority 1: Development of citizens’ infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Investments to public buildings recons-
truction (thermal insulation, replacement
of widows and obsolete heating system,
reconstruction of heat, water and electri-
city distribution networks etc.) to increase
their energy efficiency. 

– Development of new social housing. 

– Municipalities.
– State institutions (kindergartens, primary

schools, high schools, social housing
etc.).

– Private sector.
– Not-for-profit organisations
– Churches.

Priority 2: Improvement of the territories’ infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Development and reconstruction of the infrastructure for
cyclists and pedestrians.

– Development and reconstruction of public lighting.
– Development and reconstruction of bus stops and local

infrastructure.
– Urban planning and regeneration.
– Improvement and reconstruction of residential buildings

in urban areas.
– Integrated transport system (railway & public transport)

in the city of Kosice.

– Municipalities.
– Associations of municipali-

ties and regions.
– State institutions (kinder-

gartens, primary schools,
high schools, social hou-
sing etc.).

– Private sector.
– Not-for-profit organisa-

tions.
– Churches.

http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.build.gov.sk/mvrrsr/index.php
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OP Bratislavsky region
ERDF:  87 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from 7.3.2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Reconstruction and Regional Development
Implementing Authority: Regions (NUTS  level 3)

Priority 1: Infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Investments to public buildings recons-
truction (thermal insulation, replacement
of widows and obsolete heating system,
reconstruction of heat, water and electri-
city distribution networks etc.) to increase
their energy efficiency. 

– Development of new social housing.

– Bratislava Region, municipalities of the
Bratislava region.

OP Employment & Social Inclusion
ESF: 890 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from November 2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Work, Social Affaires and Family 
Implementing Authority: Social Implementation Agency, Fund of Social Development

Priority 5.1: Support of the employment growth
Measure 1.3: Capacity building and quality improvement of public administration

Actions supported
Co-financing from ESF+SR: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Educational activities to improve public administration,
policies and networking.

– Mechanisms to improve public policies, coordination of
regional strategies.

– Investments in capacity building (workshops, inter-
nships etc.).

– Networking with other sectors and institutions, action
plans development.

– Investments to improve internal management of NGOs.
– Human resources development in NGOs through works-

hops, seminars, etc.
– Networking and partnership building at regional and

local level.

– Public sector (universities,
higher education institu-
tions).

http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.build.gov.sk/mvrrsr/index.php
http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.employment.gov.sk/new/index.php?SMC=1
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OP Transport
CF+ERDF: 3 207 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from November 2006

Managing Authority: Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunication

Priority 1: Railway infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing from CF: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Modernisation of the railway infrastructure. Not available

Priority 3: Intermodal transport infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing from CF: 85% Eligible beneficiaries

– Development of the network of public terminals for
intermodal transport.

– Development of technological and informational links
between terminals and logistic centres.

Not available

Priority 5: Public railway transport

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 50% Eligible beneficiaries

– Modernisation of the public railway transport (regional
& interregional).

– Support of mobility of handicapped people.
– Support of regional and urban transport.

Not available

http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk/Default.aspx?CatId=72
http://www.telecom.gov.sk/index/index.php
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Environment OP
CF+ERDF: 4 512 mil.EUR

Negotiated version from: May 2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development (MESD) 
Implementing Authority: 8 Intermediate Bodies under authority of  MESD

Priority 2: Development of integrated waste management systems 

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 95% +local budget 2-5% Eligible beneficiaries

– Acquisition of waste transport vehicles.
– Recovery of gas from landfills.

– Local authorities.

OP Competitiveness and Economic Growth
ERDF: 2 500 mil.EUR

Approved version from: July 2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Economy and Finance
Implementing Authority: Intermediate Body delegated by Ministry of Economy and Finance

Priority 4: Increasing energy efficiency and security of supply, in the context of combating
climate change
Measure 4.3: The improvement of energy efficiency at the end user

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 95% + local budget 2-5% Eligible beneficiaries

– Efficient and sustainable energy (improving energy effi-
ciency and environmental sustainability of the energy
system).

– Valorization of renewable energy resources for produ-
cing green energy.

– Local authorities.

2.6 Romania

Priority 3: Restructuring and renovating urban heating systems towards energy efficiency

Actions supported Eligible beneficiaries

– Introduction of BAT (Best Available Techniques) for SO2,
NOx and dust reduction.

– Rehabilitation of boilers and turbines.
– Introduction of improved metering.
– Rehabilitation of heat distribution networks (including

redesign of networks justified by more energy and cost
efficient reasons).

– Local authorities.

http://www.mmediu.ro/home/
http://www.mfinante.ro/
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Regional OP
ERDF: 3 700 mil. EUR

Approved version from: July 2007

Managing Authority: Ministry of Development, Public Works and Housing
Implementing Authority: Intermediate Body delegated by Ministry of Development, Public Works
and Housing

Priority 1: Support to sustainable development of urban growth poles
Measure: Rehabilitation of the urban infrastructure and improvement of urban services

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 95% +local budget 2-5% Eligible beneficiaries

– Development and construction of special lanes for
public buses.

– Development and construction of special lanes for
cyclists.

– Acquiring ecologic means of transport.
– Redesigning or constructing new bus stops.
– Development of public lighting.
– Improvement of water, electricity, sewerage, natural gas

and heating distribution networks.
– Development of integrated waste management system.

– Local authorities.

Priority 2: Improvement of regional and local transport infrastructure

Actions supported
Co-financing from ERDF: 95% +local budget 2-5% Eligible beneficiaries

– Rehabilitation and modernisation of the county road net-
work.

– Rehabilitation and modernisation of the urban street net-
work.

– Construction/ rehabilitation/ modernisation of ring roads
(with county road status) in order to eliminate the road
bottlenecks.

– Local authorities.
– Regional authorities.

http://www.mdlpl.ro/
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OP Development of environment and transport infrastructure
CF: 1 636 mil. EUR

Negotiated version from: 26 July 2007

Managing Authority: Government Office for Local Self-Governance and Regional Policy 
Implementing Authority: Ministry of Transport
Ministry for Environment and Spatial Planning

Priority: Sustainable use of energy 

Actions supported
Co-financing from CF:  61% Eligible beneficiaries

– Energy sanitation and sustainable construction (in
public sector)

– Rational use of electrical energy (at industry, public and
private sector)

– Innovative systems for local energy supply (target
groups are commercial companies, entrepreneurs and
self-governing communities)

– Demonstration and pilot projects, informing and energy
consultancy (mainly in public sector)

– Public sector, private sec-
tor and industry

2.7 Slovenia

http://www.svlr.gov.si/
http://www.mzp.gov.si/
http://www.mop.gov.si/


3. Examples of sustainable energy
projects financed from the
Structural Funds in 2000-2006
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Region Karlovarsky Region 
(Czech Republic)

Project Solarter - professional training for installers of renewable energy
technologies 

Total eligible cost 191.400 EUR 

Contribution from 
the ESF 80%

Operational
Programme Human Resources Development

The market demand for renewable technologies and the corresponding technical skills in
the Czech Republic is growing due to rising energy prices and the favourable state and EU
policies supporting the development of this sector. 

The project attempts to target this need by providing modern professional training for ins-
tallers of renewable energy technologies as a part of the Europe-wide SOLARTEUR® pro-
gramme, leading to an internationally recognised certificate. 

The basic knowledge modules consist of Environmental Marketing, Heating Technology
and Electrical Engineering. The specialist modules cover Solar Thermal Technology,
Photovoltaics, Heat Pumps, Biomass and in some cases also Wind Energy. Depending on
local circumstances the programme can be offered as a full time (day/evening) or distance
learning course. The total length of the course should be approximately 200 hours. 

The course will increase the competence, adaptability and competitiveness of the SMEs
and their employees. It will lead to the creation of new jobs in the field of renewable
energy. It will thus enable a better utilisation of the local renewable energy potential and
contribute to the sustainable development of the region. 

After the completion of the project, the activities are to be continued via a training centre,
which will be set up following the acquisition of the SOLARTEUR® licence. The centre will
become a part of a network of about 15 other similar institutions in the European Union,
providing further professional education in the use of renewables to SME's. The activities
will be financed from both public and private sources, such as EU, state and regional
grants, sponsorship, and membership fees.

More info: http://www.kv-bio.cz
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City Kaunas 
(Lithuania)

Project Modernisation of Kaunas district heat supply networks by
applying modern technologies

Total eligible cost 2,196,400.02 EUR 

Contribution from 
the ERDF 70%

Operational
Programme Development of Social and Economic Infrastructure

The aim of the project was to modernise the district heating supply pipelines, increase its
energy efficiency and ensure the reliability and security of energy supply in Kaunas.

During the implementation of the project in 2006 the 551 m of old pipelines were replaced
by new and more efficient ones. Further 740 m of the pipes plan to be replaced in 2007. 

The modernisation of these old pipelines will avoid supply disruptions and will increase the
quality of delivered heat to customers. Replacement of old pipes will reduce the probability
of accidents in the district heat supply system by 2-3 times and will reduce heat losses
from the current figure of  3006 MWh to 1087 MWh per year which results in savings of
64%.

The modernisation of district heat supply will reduce water losses as well. It is foreseen to
save up to 37552 m3 water per year.

The annual reduction of atmospheric emissions will be:
CO2:  393,1 t
SO2: 2,073 kg 
NOx: 1,105 t

More info: http://www.esparama.lt/en/bpd/sf_projects/successful_projects/?prior=1
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Region Malopolska Region 
(Poland)

Project Renewable energy – knowledge and technology transfer for
regional innovation strategies

Total eligible cost 92 352 EUR

Contribution from 
the ESF 75%

Operational
Programme Integrated Regional Operational Programme

The aim of the project was the promotion of renewable energy in Malopolska Region.

The 22 training sessions were organised by lecturers from various universities, a database
of renewable energy projects implemented in the region and a manual (1 000 copies) for
the private sector interested in renewable was prepared.

The project partners were the Polish Network Energie-Cités (PNEC), University of Mining
and Metallurgy in Krakow, Polish Association of Renewable Energy Sector and
Environmental Protection Employers.

The beneficiaries of the project are 22 counties in the Malopolska Region - local authori-
ties, SMEs, graduate students. 

The success factors of the project were the cooperation among NGOs, universities and the
private sector and a relevant choice of funding. 

Thanks to the project, new employees were recruited in private companies with salaries
paid from the project for a half of a year and new jobs were created for 3 graduate stu-
dents.

The difficulties that were faced during the implementation of the project were the changes
in the regulations with regards to insurance which delayed paying the contractors.

For those thinking of a similar project, the project manager, Mrs. Maria Stankiewicz (PNEC)
made suggestions not connected with financing, but non-the-less very practical and use-
ful: to organize a promotion campaign before the training sessions, to have closer coope-
ration with the media and to try to overcome the passive attitude of most of the municipali-
ties.

More info: http://www.pnec.org.pl/index.php?page=zporr
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City Strecno 
(Slovakia)

Project Woodchips district heating system

Total eligible cost 282 000 EUR 

Contribution from 
the ERDF 75%

Operational
Programme Basic Infrastructure

The small municipality situated in the mountain area in the north of Slovakia decided to use
biomass as a heat source in their district heating system.

Three public buildings are heated from this renewable source. Woodchips are produced in
the local saw-mills from the waste wood that was treated as communal waste before and
therefore was not used efficiently. New jobs were created in the village and the energy
bills dropped by about 18 300 EUR/year. The municipality plans to invest the saved money in
other energy saving measures and for other purposes. The project contributed to the
reduction of the CO2 emissions of 187 t/year and improved significantly the local environ-
ment, notably its air quality. 

More info: obec@strecno.sk



4. How to prepare a sustainable
energy project under 
the Structural Funds? 

In this chapter you can find some general rules that you should take into account when des-
igning a project financed from the Structural Funds. In section 4.1 you can find an advice on
how to identify the appropriate Operational Programmes for your project and the eligible
beneficiaries. In section 4.2 you learn where to seek conditions of the financial help and in
section 4.3 you find the list of basic data that you need when filling out an application form.  

When you decide to implement a sustainable energy project, you should first answer the fol-
lowing questions:

Why?
– Why do we need to implement this project? 
– What are its global and specific objectives?
– What European, national, regional and local policies do support its implementation?  

For whom?
– Who will benefit from the project?  (Target groups)
– How many people will be affected by this project? (Pyramid graphs/Figures)

What / how? 
– What is the core of the project?
– What activities will be implemented and how (action plan)?
– What main phases does it consist of?
– What is the time schedule for the implementation of the activities?

Specific objective: the need to enable renovation and refurbishment of all hospitals in
the ownership of the regional authority, including energy savings.

Global objectives: 
– Contribution to energy savings. 
– Better services in health care.
– Contribution to lower operational costs of the hospitals.
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Target group: all hospitals belonging to the regional authority:

– General public visiting hospitals.
– Hospital managers.
– Authority representatives.

Main phases of the project:

1.Evaluate energy saving potential.
2.Merge all into one ownership entity.
3.Submit application.
4.Organise renovation.
5.Enjoy and promote results.



With whom? 
– Will the project be implemented in cooperation with some partners?
– Will it need external expertise to succeed? 
– Should a new partnership organisation be created to implement the project?

Where?
– In which city (region, country) will be the project implemented?

Planned results?
– Short term planning.
– Potential impact: medium and long term vision.

page 41

Partners of the project:

– Regional authority as the owner.
– Individual building managers and operators.
– Energy specialists.

Results:

– Reduction the costs of renovations of the authority’s budget.
– Reduction the operation costs (energy bill).
– Improving the image of the health care system.

– E.g. Kosice Region 

Speak about your project!

... with the Managing Authorities, decision makers, local and regional repre-
sentatives, citizens... Discuss with them the purpose and objectives of the
project. Tell them how it can help to achieve the common goals (local and
regional policies). Discuss how to improve it and get their support. Your
chances to implement a successful project will grow!

10 things you should do next:

1. Identify programmes under which your project is eligible for co-financing.
(go to 4.1)

2. Make sure you are the eligible final beneficiary.
3. Read all conditions of financial help (go to 4.2)
4. Read about the duties of applicants and beneficiaries.
5. Identify deadlines of the Calls for proposals. 
6. Read how to fill out the application form and what additional documents

you will need to enclose. 
7. Start to collect documents that might take longer to obtain.
8. Design the project and its financial budget. 
9. Fill out the application form and summarise all necessary additional

documents (go to 4.3)
10. Make sure that you submit the application on time.



4.1 Identification of programmes and eligible final
beneficiaries. 

Operational Programme (OP) is an official document that presents the priorities of Member
State. Each OP covers different theme (e.g. OP Human Resources, OP Environment, etc.) and
contains practical information such as actions and examples of projects it supports, eligible
beneficiaries, co-financing rates, information on managing and implementing authorities etc.
If you are looking for an OP under which sustainable energy projects are eligible for co-finan-
cing:

1.Do the enlarged research via the OPs focused on environmental and transport issues.
2.Select the OPs directly linked to energy issues.

IMPORTANT! Many OP support the actions in the field of sustainable energy although they
are not directly linked to environmental or transport issues. Energy is sometimes very well
“hidden” in the programmes and you need to read them carefully to find it. For example, the
programmes such as Regional OP, OP Human Resources might support “soft actions” finan-
ced from the ESF, such as professional trainings for installers of renewable energy technolo-
gies or education of energy managers etc.

Read thoroughly objectives and priorities of the programming documents. Once the  pro-
gramme is identified, make sure that you are the eligible final beneficiary and that you can
claim financial aid and submit your project under this specific programme. 

Check the overview of the OP supporting implementation of sustainable energy projects in
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Romania and Slovenia.

4.2 Conditions of financial help
Detailed information on conditions for financial help - duties of beneficiaries during and
after the project implementation, advice for applicants before application submission, guide-
lines on how to fill in the application form, calls for proposals and other useful information
are published at:

– National official websites providing information on the Structural Funds (they are general
but very useful and we recommend to visit them first).

– Official websites of the managing authorities (ministries responsible for relevant pro-
grammes).

– Official websites of the implementation authorities.

Most of the information necessary for applicants who want to get funding from the Structural
Funds are summarised in a document – "Guide for applicants" or "Guide for final
beneficiary". This guide should exist for each OP and it is publicly available on the websites. 

In Chapter 6 you can find the links to general information websites on the Structural Funds
and contacts on ministries and implementation agencies responsible for the implementation
of the European Funds.
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4.3 Application form 

The application form varies from country to country, from programme to programme. It can
change during the programming period and it is always good to check its latest form. In gene-
ral, in the programming period 2000-2006, it was required to fill in the following data:
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The contracting party

– The organisation – contact details, statutes, number of employees.
– The legal representative – authorised signatory legal representative.
– The project leader / contact person.
– Organisation's usual sources of finance.
– Experience in the field.
– Background in participating in European programmes.

The partners’ network (if any)

– Partners' contact details.
– Competence, experience.
– Responsibilities, role of each partner.
– Sharing of the grant.
– Methods of managing the network foreseen by the coordinator.

The actions

Summary of the project 
– Specific objectives.
– Planned activities, duration.
– Methodological approach.
– Expected results.
– Dissemination of results.

Overall project description
– Context (needs and global objectives).
– Specific objectives.
– Links between project / OP / policy.
– Activities (timetable for implementation).
– Communication / dissemination.
– Innovative aspects.
– Impact (target, multiplier effect).
– Evaluation (indicators).

The budget

– Total estimated eligible cost of the project.
– Amount of grant requested.
– Auto-financing / self-financing.
– Financial contributions by the partners.
– Financial contributions by third parties.
– Revenue generated by the project.
– Contribution in kind.

Application writing rules

In the format
– All the questions have to be filled in.
– Do not write more than the number

of lines or characters requested.
– Do not add information that is ‘not

useful’ in the application.

In the content
– Give some figures (as many as pos-

sible).
– Link directly the project to the pro-

gramme and the policy.



5. Financing sustainable 
energy projects through 
other financial sources

The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund are one of the major financial sources in the
European Union but they are not the only ones. Sustainable energy projects are often finan-
ced also through national and other grants, typical forms of financing such as bank loans cre-
dits and guarantees, innovative forms such as public-private partnership investments etc.

We recommend you to read the following documents summarising the financing opportuni-
ties for municipalities:

– Financing Intelligent Energy Project in Municipalities
The outcomes of the 3rd BISE Forum focused on financing. The presentations and procee-
dings are a valuable source of information and experiences coming directly from European
municipalities, institutions and private companies. The BISE Forum is the annual event orga-
nised by Energie-Cités and partners from the New Member States, Candidate Countries,
Western Balkan and Ukraine.

– New Forms of Financing Municipal Sustainable Energy Projects
The collection of 10 case studies from the ‘Old’ and ‘New’ Member States provides the over-
view of 10 different forms of financing that can be used in municipalities to finance sustaina-
ble energy projects.

Among the European programmes financing sustainable energy projects are:

– Seventh Framework Programme on Research and Technological Development (FP7)
European programme for research, technological development and demonstration activities.

– Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP)
The sub-programme called The Intelligent Energy Europe supports the investment in new and
best performing technologies as well as to increase the uptake and demand for energy effi-
ciency, renewable energy sources and energy diversification.

– LIFE+
The objective of the programme is to contribute to the development, implementation, monito-
ring and evaluation of the Community environment policy and legislation.
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http://www.bise-europe.org/spip.php?rubrique33
http://www.energie-cites.eu
http://bise-europe.org/spip.php?rubrique26
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/cip/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/index_en.htm


6. Useful contacts and documents
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Bulgaria
Structural Funds general info www.europe.bg

Managing Authorities Directorate “Cohesion Policy for Environment”, 
Ministry of Environment and Water:
http://www.moew.government.bg 

Directorate “European funds, international programmes
end projects” within the Ministry of Labour and Social
Policy: http://www.mlsp.government.bg

Directorate “Pre-Accession Programmes and Projects”,
Ministry of Economy and Energy: 
http://www.mi.government.bg

Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works:
http://www.mrrb.government.bg

Implementation Authorities Bulgarian small and Medium-sized Enterprises
Promotion Agency: http://www.sme.government.bg

Ministry of Education and Science:
http://www.minedu.government.bg

Directorate “EU Funds for Environment” within te
Ministry of Environment and Water:
http://www.moew.government.bg

National employment agency:
http://www.az.government.bg

Social support agency: http://www.asp.government.bg

Czech Republic
Structural Funds general info http://www.strukturalni-fondy.cz/

Managing Authorities Information server of Ministry of Industry and
Enterprises: http://www.ippc.cz

Ministry of Environment: http://www.env.cz

Ministry of Industry and Trade: http://www.mpo.cz

Ministry for Regional Development: http://www.mmr.cz/

Implementation Authorities Centre for Regional Development of the Czech Republic:
www.crr.cz

Czech Energy Agency: http://www.ceacr.cz

CzechInvest: http://www.czechinvest.org

State Environmental Fund: www.sfzp.cz
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Lithuania
Structural Funds general info http://www.esparama.lt/lt/pasirengimas/

http://www.eudel.lt/lt/strukturiniai_fondai/index.htm

Managing Authorities Ministry of Economy: www.ukmin.lt
Ministry of Environment: www.am.lt

Implementation Authorities Environmental Project management agency: www.apva.lt

Lithuanian business support agency: www.lvpa.lt

Central project Management Agency: www.cpva.lt

National paying authority: www.nma.lt

Slovakia
Structural Funds general info http://www.strukturalnefondy.sk

Managing Authorities Ministry of Economy: www.economy.gov.sk

Ministry of Education: www.minedu.sk

Ministry of Environment: www.enviro.gov.sk

Ministry of Reconstruction and Regional Development:
www.build.gov.sk

Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunication
www.telecom.gov.sk

Ministry of Work, Social Affaires and Family: 
www.employment.gov.sk

Implementation Authorities Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency: www.sea.gov.sk

Poland
Structural Funds general info http://www.funduszestrukturalne.gov.pl

European level
Structural Funds general info European operation RUSE: www.ruse-europe.org

Regional Policy-Inforegio:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.htm

Intereg IV C programme:
http://www.interreg3c.net/web/fic_fr

Urbact II programme: 
http://urbact.eu/towards-urbact-2.html
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Interesting documents
EU cash in climate clash. Friends of the Earth Europe, 2007. 

How the EU funding plans are shaping up to fuel climate change.

EU Funding in brief. Europa Media, June 2006

A general comprehensive overview of the EU programmes and funding opportunities in
2007-2013.

Guidelines for Recommendations

Partners of the European RUSE project from Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Poland
and Slovakia prepare documents providing more detailed information on the use of the
Structural Funds at the national level and will be published in 5 languages.  

EC INFO n°31

Special issue of the Energie-Cités magazine dedicated to the Structural Funds contains
also a project database.

DG Regional Policy database

Database of success stories – projects financed from the Structural Funds. Select a theme
“Energy” when looking for the projects in different countries (regions).

List of abbreviations

CF Cohesion Fund

EC European Commission

EU European Union

ERDF European Regional Development Fund

ESF European Social Fund

Jaspers Joint Assistance in Supporting Projects in European Regions

Jessica Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City Areas

MS Member State

NSRF National Strategic Reference Framework

NUTS Territorial Units for Statistics

OP Operational Programme

http://www.foeeurope.org/publications/2007/EU_cash_climate_clash.pdf
http://www.buyusa.gov/czechrepublic/en/47.pdf
http://www.ruse-europe.org/spip.php?rubrique27
http://www.ruse-europe.org/
http://www.energie-cites.org/-Our-publications-
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/stories/index_en.cfm


The RUSE operation is implemented by a consortium of 20 partners from 14 countries made of:

1 co-ordinator
– Energie-Cités, the association of European local authorities promoting a local sustainable energy policy

Contacts: Christophe FRERING – www.energie-cites.eu/christophe
Jana CICMANOVA – www.energie-cites.eu/jana

5 partners from the New Member States
– Polish Network "Energie Cités" (PNEC)   –   Contact: Anna JASKULA - biuro@pnec.org.pl
– Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency (SEA)   –   Contact: Pavel STARINSKY - pavel.starinsky@siea.gov.sk
– Lithuanian Energy Institute (LEI)   –   Contact: Valentinas KLEVAS - klevas@mail.lei.lt
– South-Bohemia Region (SBR)   –   Contact: Lubos PRUCHA - pruchal@kraj-jihocesky.cz

or Juraj KRIVOSIK - juraj.krivosik@svn.cz
– Bulgarian Municipal Energy Efficiency Network (EcoEnergy)   –   Contact: Kalinka NAKOVA

knakova@eneffect.bg

2 associated partners
– Romanian Energy Cities Network (OER)   –   Contact: Camelia RATA - camelia.rata@abmee.ro
– Standing Conference of Serbian Municipalities for Energy Efficiency (SCSMEE)   –   Contact: Ljiljana

FILIPOVIC - ljiljana.filipovic@skgo.org

2 national energy agencies
– French Agency for the Environment and Energy Management (ADEME - FR)   –   Contact: Thierry MÉRAUD -

thierry.meraud@ademe.fr
– Dutch Energy Agency (SenterNovem - NL)   –   Contact: Carmen HEINZE - c.heinze@senternovem.nl

10 municipalities or local energy agencies from the EU-15
– Clermont-Ferrand Energy Agency (FR)   –   Contact: Sébastien CONTAMINE - s.contamine@aduhme.org
– Delft City Council (NL)   –   Contact: Maaike KAISER - mkaiser@delft.nl
– Grenoble Energy Agency (FR)   –   Contact: Martine ECHEVIN - martine.echevin@ale-grenoble.org
– Kirklees Metropolitan Council (GB)   –   Contact: Kay BEAGLEY - kay.beagley@kirklees.gov.uk
– Leicester City Council (GB)   –   Contact: Stewart CONWAY - stewart.conway@leicester.gov.uk
– München City Council (DE)   –   Contact: Gerhard URBAINCZYK - gerhard.urbainczyk@muenchen.de
– Roma Local Energy Agency (IT)   –   Contact: Bruno SALSEDO - b.salsedo@romaenergia.org
– Tampere Energy Agency, City of Tampere (FI)   –   Contact: Suvi HOLM - suvi.holm@tt.tampere.fi
– Vila Nova de Gaia Energy Agency (PT)   –   Contact: Ana FARIA - anafaria@energaia.pt
– Zoetermeer Energy Agency (NL)   –   Contact: Harry MEERWIJK - eaz@zoetermeer.nl

www.ruse-europe.org

This document has been produced with the financial
assistance of the European Commission (DG REGIO
under the “Interreg IIIC West Zone” Community
Programme / Contract reference RUSE,
2W0057N). The views expressed herein are those of
Energie-Cités and its partners and can therefore in
no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the
European Commission.

The RUSE operation is also
supported by SenterNovem,
an Agency of the Dutch
Ministry of Economic
Affairs and by ADEME, 
the French Agency for the
Environment and Energy
management.


